
1 | P a g e  
 

CITY OF DEMOREST 
City Council Meeting 

June 4, 2019 

Regular Session Meeting Minutes 

 

ATTENDEES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM I and II:  INVOCATION AND PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

The June 4, 2019 Demorest City Council regular monthly meeting was held in the Demorest Municipal 

Building located at 125 Ivy Street.  Mayor Austin opened with the invocation and pledge to the flag. 

 

AGENDA ITEM III:  CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Austin called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.  

 

AGENDA ITEM III(A):  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Mayor Austin asked if there were any additions or changes to the agenda as presented.  Councilman 

Moore made a motion to approve the agenda as presented and the motion was seconded by 

Councilman Popham.   

 

ACTION:  The agenda was approved as presented (3-0) 

 

AGENDA ITEM III(B):  APPEARANCE AND PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Mayor Austin called for public comments.  Austin Henson of Henson Septic Service appeared before the 

group to say that he had a verbal agreement to dump into the City’s sewer system for $75.00 per load.  

He was recently told that the price was raised to $275.00 per load.  He stated that he is a Demorest 

resident and his business is Demorest-based.  This increase will drive his price up and he wants to 

remain in Demorest.  After a brief discussion, Councilman Harkness made a motion to temporarily lower 

the fee to $200.00 for Mr. Henson pending further review.  This motion was seconded by Councilman 

Moore. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to temporarily lower the septic dumping rate to $200.00 per load pending 

further review was unanimously approved (3-0).   

 

AGENDA ITEM III(C):  APPROVAL OF MAY MINUTES 

Mayor Austin called for a motion to approve the May minutes as presented (see attachment – 2 sets).  

Such a motion was made by Councilman Moore and seconded by Councilman Popham. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to approve the May meeting minutes as presented was unanimously approved 

(3-0). 

 

 

John Popham, Councilman  

Bruce Harkness, Councilman 

Rick Austin, PhD, Mayor 

Sean Moore, Councilman 

Kim Simonds, City Clerk  

Joey Homans, City Attorney 

Robin Krockum, Police Chief 

Eric Pereria, The Northeast Georgian 

 

 



2 | P a g e  
 

AGENDA ITEM IV(A): OLD BUSINESS – WORK DETAIL CONTRACT 

The Work Detail Agreement with the Georgia Department of Corrections was presented for renewal and 

approval.  There are no changes from the previous year.  Councilman Popham made a motion to 

approve the renewal of the contract and the motion was seconded by Councilman Moore. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to approve and renew the Work Detail Agreement with the Georgia Department 

of Corrections was unanimously carried (3-0). 

 

AGENDA ITEM IV(B): OLD BUSINESS – STONEBROOK SUBDIVISION 

Mayor Austin stated there are forty parcels associated with Stonebrook and there are two additional 

parcels that would need to join.  Attorney Homans said the next step would be to meet with 

representatives from the subdivision to make sure they really want to pursue annexation.  Only one 

application for the entire group will be needed.  Councilman Harkness asked that the meeting be set as 

soon as possible to assure it happens before the June 25 Work Session. 

 

AGENDA ITEM IV(C): OLD BUSINESS – MASSACHUSETTS BLVD DISCUSSION 

Attorney Doug Dillard appeared before the group representing Piedmont College.  Piedmont’s Facilities 

Director, Fred Bucher, was also in attendance to answer questions.  Mr. Dillard stated that what was 

originally thought to be a simple project valued at $50,000 has grown into something more complicated 

at a cost of at least $132,000.  He presented a resolution to Mayor and Council for approval (see 

attachment).  The plan proposed a complete repaving and reopening of Massachusetts Blvd at a cost to 

Piedmont of $132,000, a gift to the City of a small corner of property adjoining the park, and the paving 

to link Massachusetts Blvd with Laurel Ave.   He noted that the grand foyer of the new building was 

planned according to its position facing Massachusetts and their handicapped parking is at the west end 

of Massachusetts.  Mayor Austin noted that the City has been without the road now for 7.5 months and 

there have been no complaints or problems, leading to the conclusion that there might be a better use 

of the property.  The park is desperately in need of improvements with the bathrooms being a particular 

need.  A Demorest citizen and member of the Demorest DDA, Christy Ryals, spoke to voice her support 

for park improvements and to state that Demorest Springs Park is vital to school students and Demorest 

families.  It was decided that Mr. Dillard will speak with Mr. Homans concerning a traffic study for the 

street and to look at the effects of closing the road on the new building.   

 

Mayor Austin called for a motion to continue to explore all alternatives regarding Massachusetts Blvd 

and allow for the scheduling of public hearings regarding the use and future of the street.  Such a 

motion was made by Councilman Popham and was seconded by Councilman Moore. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to explore all alternatives regarding Massachusetts Blvd and allow for the 

scheduling of public hearings regarding the use and future of the street was unanimously approved (3-

0).   

 

AGENDA ITEM V(A): NEW BUSINESS – 255 WISCONSIN AVE VENUE REQUEST  

Erin Dunken has purchased the Butterworth house on the corner of Hazel and Wisconsin.  She hopes to 

build a barn in the back pasture and renovate the house for use as an event venue.  The Planning 

Commission met prior to the Council meeting to hear the request for conditional use and they 

enthusiastically recommend approval of the request.  Councilman Moore made a motion to approve the 

request for conditional use of the facility on Wisconsin Avenue.  The motion was seconded by 

Councilman Popham. 



3 | P a g e  
 

 

ACTION:  The motion to approve the request for conditional use of the facility on Wisconsin Avenue 

was unanimously approved (3-0).   

 

AGENDA ITEM V(B): NEW BUSINESS – SPEED BUMP REQUEST – CHESTNUT AVENUE 

There have been multiple requests from a citizen for a speed bump on Chestnut Avenue.  There have 

been six accidents there in the last nine years.  The Mayor made a recommendation that a speed bump 

be placed there, the exact location to be determined by Police Chief Krockum after a survey of the 

street.  A motion was made to that effect by Councilman Popham and was seconded by Councilman 

Moore.   

 

ACTION:  The motion to place a speed bump on Chestnut Avenue with the exact spot at the discretion 

of Police Chief Krockum was unanimously approved (3-0). 

 

AGENDA ITEM VI:  CONSIDERATION OF MOTION TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS 

PROPERTY, PENDING LITIGATION OR PERSONNEL MATTER IN ACCORDANCE WITH OCGA 50-14-1 

Mayor Austin asked for a motion to adjourn and reconvene into Executive Session.  Such a motion was 

made by Councilman Harkness and was seconded by Councilman Popham and unanimously approved.  

This portion of Regular Session was adjourned at 7:03 p.m. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM VII:  MOTION TO ADJOURN 

The meeting was reconvened into Regular Session at 7:42 p.m. With no motions made in Executive 

Session and with no other business Councilman Moore made a motion to adjourn the meeting and was 

seconded by Councilman Harkness.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:42 p.m.   

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Rick Austin, Mayor of Demorest 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Kim Simonds, City Clerk 


